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Dated: Wednesday, February 17th, 2021 
Comments regarding WT Docket 21-2 


This reply is being submitted on behalf of the Aurora Amateur Radio Group, club 
callsign WL9Z in the United States and VO2AUR in Canada. On January 5th, 2021 the 
Federal Communications Commission (hereinafter referred to as “Commission”) released a 
Public Notice soliciting comments on the possibility of approving a limited number of new 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinators. Numerous comments supporting the idea have been 
submitted. Those who support the idea have demonstrated an unparalleled level of 
frustration in their past dealings with the top VECs, some of it being far from pleasant. 


Many of the individuals who have submitted comments in support of adding new 
VECs are seeking the same thing. They are seeking to work with a VEC that will 
implement cutting edge technological advancements in the methodology pertaining to exam 
delivery, and use 21st century thinking by going completely paperless from start to finish. 
They are seeking to work with a VEC that will keep costs down for internal operations and 
run a 100 percent, volunteer organization with no express pecuniary interest. Many of these 
people are looking for a new VEC that will demonstrate transparency, integrity and honesty 
from top to bottom. 


Other VEC programs that have paid employees to submit data to the Commission for 
licenses to be issued, or paid employees to process applications for new Volunteer Examiners 
is not the intent of the VEC program. Knowingly taking a portion of collected exam fees to 
operate the sponsoring club’s facility that is not holding in-person exams is another example 
of financial misuse and goes against the moral character that originally shaped the VEC 
program nearly 40 years ago. 
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Some have submitted arguments to the Commission indicating that adding new VECs 
was unnecessary. Some respondents submitted graphs and data to try and support their 
argument as to why new VECs were unnecessary. To simply say that the 14 VECs currently 
in operation satisfy the needs of the amateur radio community in the United States using 
old data is far from the truth. 


Let’s look at this for a moment. While we know it would not be possible to offer 
exam sessions around the clock for every corner of America, we must look at innovative 
ways to get exams to those who are not able to access an in-person session. We know that 
internet connectivity is greatly improving in America and with it comes a need to keep 
remote testing in operation. We also know that many areas in our country may not see 


reliable internet for quite some time. 


We know there are VE teams out there who would be more than delighted to go the 
extra mile to accommodate people and deliver the best in-person experience possible. If we 
have a new VEC that has already mastered the art of in-person and remote exam delivery 
working with these teams to offer a paperless approach in the field and off-grid, the 
Commission would pave the way towards allowing America’s underserved to be given an 
equal opportunity to join the ranks of amateur radio operators who have come before them. 
The needs of the amateur radio community would be completely filled once a new VEC was 
approved that had the capability of bringing exams to every corner of our country through 
proper training of Volunteer Examiner teams. The Commission currently has a Petition 


from a club that already covers this. 


The next thing we want to address is the increased fraud that would potentially come 
from increasing the number of VECs. Those who have talked about the possibility of fraud 
coming from new VECs make these statements because they are perhaps afraid of losing 
revenue for their organization or fear seeing a group come into existence that would provide 
a better service. To make a claim about more fraud clearly shows the world they do not 
trust anyone to take on the task of rendering a service and making it even better. To make 
a claim about more fraud is a bold statement that tells the world they do not trust anyone 
to provide a sustainable service to the amateur radio community, to do it in a way that goes 
above and beyond the call of duty. 
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The Aurora Amateur Radio Group started doing remote testing as a club on 
December 2nd, 2020. Through a partnership with one of the 14 current VECs, we began 
rendering a service that has clearly grown in a very short period of time. Our club provides 
a service that is unprecedented for its time. That service is to offer amateur radio license 
examinations and uphold the highest level of honesty, integrity and professionalism 
possible. Take a look at our club’s Exam Testimonials page. Our service to the amateur 
radio community is clear: To offer the best experience and be transparent in what we do. 
Unlike other VEC programs or Volunteer Examiner teams, the Aurora Amateur Radio 
Group is focused on quality, not quantity. 


We are the first group in the United States to have implemented our own platform 
that is capable of running online and off-grid using low-power lightweight computing 
technology that meets the security requirements of the Commission. Our platform can run 
in the field without an internet connection. Our platform is scalable to meet the growing 


needs of the amateur radio service. 


Anyone who really believes there is no need to add more VECs in the United States 
for the amateur radio service are those who refuse to consider change. Those who fear 
either losing a revenue stream collected from exam fees and/or those who fear younger 
minds getting into the realm of the VEC program are missing the intent of the docket as 
released and, as such, should be discounted or discarded. Those who are true to themselves 
and true to their word will acknowledge that the work we do to bring new amateur radio 
operators into our family comes without pay. We do this because we want to and 
thoroughly enjoy doing it. 


The Commission should deeply consider allowing a limited number of new VECs 
who express these characteristics. This letter is electronically signed and sponsored by the 
following amateur radio licensees below: 


Brandin S. Hess - WB1BR Charles F. Andrews — W5AD 
Joel W. Perry - KN4EWI Russell G. DeCrease — WOOO 
Alan M. Reed - WT4FU Mark Donaghey — AC3GX 
Irene L. Reed — NT4FU David M. Hamilton — AFOH 
John C. DeVeau Jr. - NO1ME Daniel Purgert — ADS&GC 
Dann St. Pierre -KU7R Virgil W. Gibson — W4OME 
Corey W. Sheldon — WA1EM Joy F. Gibson — WA4JOY 


Frank A. Girello — W3UF 
Vince d’Eon — AI7LK 
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